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MG14 & MG14B DINGHY 
CLASS MEASUREMENTS AND RESTRICTIONS 

SECTION 1 
 

 
Adopted: August 1972 Amended: April 1978, October 1980, October 1991,  
July 1994, July 1997, April 1999, June 2002, June 2003, April 2007. 
 
 
INTENTION OF THE CLASS MEASUREMENTS AND RESTRICTIONS: 
 
The class rules are designed to provide monohull boats that will yield high 
performance with varying crew weights, varying hull and rig designs and varying ages 
of crews and boats. The boats shall not be so restricted as one design but not have 
unlimited development. The MG14 & MG14B should be a light weight exciting 
sailing dinghy with the added challenge of a spinnaker and trapeze, with sail area 
easily handled by two persons both in the water and out, with no minimum or 
maximum crew weight. The Association should be made aware of unusual hull or rig 
designs, and it shall make a ruling in the interests of the Association and its Members, 
keeping in mind this intention. 
 
1. HULLS 
 

Hulls may be constructed of any material provided that they are safe and 
durable. Any design may be used with the exception of scows and catamaran 
type hulls which are not permitted. New hull designs shall be measured and 
ruled on by an Association Measurement Sub-Committee, consisting of the 
President, the Association Measurer and one other member of the Association 
Committee. 

 
2. LENGTH 
 

The overall length as measured between perpendiculars, not including rudder 
pintles, or a fixed or retractable spinnaker pole or its supports, fore and aft with 
the waterline horizontal, shall not exceed 4.30m nor be less than 4.25m. Rudder 
extensions are not allowed. To prevent their being fitted any rudder fitting fixed 
to the boat and extending more than 50mm aft of the normal aft length 
measurement is to be included in the length. 
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3. MINIMUM BEAM 
 

The beam when measured at the widest part shall be not less than 1.60m. 
Furthermore the beam measured 2.5m from the fore perpendicular and 200mm 
above the outside of the keel, or outer skin on mid beam line if there be no keel, 
with the boat on an even keel shall be not less than 1.22m. 

 
4. MAXIMUM BEAM 
 

The hull and all fittings shall pass between perpendiculars 1.83m apart with the 
hull on an even keel. 

 
5. DEPTH 
 

The depth, 2.5m from the fore perpendicular measured between the bottom of 
the keel or keel band and the highest point of the gunwale or deck within 50mm 
of the maximum beam at the 2.5m station shall be not less than 450mm. 
Furthermore, the hull when upright, excluding fittings and the mast step and pin, 
shall pass between two horizontal lines vertically spaced by 660mm. 

 
6. PROJECTIONS 
 

A taut tape containing any vertical cross section of the hull including the 
gunwale assembly and keel shall not pass at a greater distance from the nearest 
point of the skin than 60mm when measured at right angles to the taut tape. 
 
Bowsprits are not permitted. 
 
Any fitting or device attached to the hull and protruding in the horizontal 
direction beyond the normal extremities of the hull, with the exception of a 
fixed or retractable spinnaker pole and its supports, is to be of such material that 
in case of impact it will bend or collapse so as not to cause damage or injury to 
another boat or crew. 

 
7. DEVICES FOR LEVERAGE 
 

The use of any device outside the outer surface of the skin of the hull to obtain 
leverage by the means of the projection of the weight of any one or more of the 
crew is not allowed. A trapeze may be used provided that such trapeze consists 
of a wire or rope attached to the mast or rigging and may be used by not more 
than one member of the crew at one time. The lower end of the wire or rope 
must be securely fixed to the boat or standing rigging when not in use. 
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8. COCKPITS AND BUOYANCY 
 

A minimum of approximately 0.45 cubic metres of buoyancy shall be provided, 
so disposed that a boat can be righted and sailed on under control while being 
bailed out after a capsize. The disposition of the buoyancy shall be to the 
satisfaction of the measurer, who in case of doubt may require the ability to 
right and sail on to be demonstrated in heavy weather. The hull, complete with 
rudder and centreboard but without the rig, shall provide buoyancy of 20kg 
minimum so distributed that the boat will float upright with all buoyancy 
compartments flooded. 

 
9. MINIMUM WEIGHT 
 

The minimum weight of the dry hull with permanent fittings attached, but 
without spars, centreboard, rudder, sails, mainsheet, jib sheet, spinnaker sheet, 
vang, rigging and anything removable, shall be 64 kilograms. Any ballast 
necessary shall be permanently fixed not less than 300 mm above the keel. This 
ballast may be reduced if subsequent re-measurement shows the weight has 
increased (e.g. addition of fittings). 

 
10. CENTREBOARDS AND RUDDERS 
 

There shall be no restrictions as to the size, shape or thickness except that there 
shall be no increase in thickness below the keel. The centreboard and rudder 
blade are to be secured in such a way that in the event of a capsize they remain 
entered in their respective cases. The tiller shall be fixed to the rudder and the 
rudder fixed to the hull in such a way that neither can become unshipped during 
a capsize. 

 
11. SPARS 
 

All spars, excluding fittings, shall pass through a 100 mm internal diameter ring. 
 
The mast shall; 
[a] Float; or 
[b] Have drain holes within 300 mm of the base of the mast capable of emptying 
a mast full of water within one minute. 
The mast may not extend more than 5.65m above the highest point of the 
foredeck. 
For MG14 only, if the mast extends more than 5.50m above the deck, the 
portion between 5.50m and 5.52m shall be painted black or a contrasting colour. 
Where the boat has no foredeck then the maximum mast height above the 
bottom of the keel shall be 6.31m, and for MG14 only, the band shall be painted 
between 6.16m and 6.18m above the bottom of the keel. 
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For MG14, no sail or portion of any sail shall be hoisted above the bottom of the 
painted band. For MG14B, no sail or portion of any sail shall be hoisted above 
the top of the mast. 
 
For MG14, the spinnaker halyard exit point shall be a minimum of 800 mm 
below the bottom of the painted band. For MG14B, the spinnaker halyard exit 
point shall a maximum of 5.1m above the fore deck or 5.76m above the keel. 
 
A fixed or retractable spinnaker pole for an asymmetric spinnaker shall not 
extend more than 1.40m from the bow of the hull. 

 
12. SAILS 
 

Each boat shall submit for measurement all sails intended for use in class 
racing. The Association or Club Measurer may measure the sails again at any 
time at his discretion. 
 
Sails shall be measured in accordance with the instructions laid down in section 
2 "Instructions for Measuring the MG 14 & MG14B Dinghy". The Association 
or Club Measurer shall sign each sail measured and shall mark thereon the sail 
area or perimeter measurement and the date of measurement. 
 
The Measurer shall re-measure any sails altered after measurement. 
 
Any set of sails that have been measured and then altered, without being re-
measured, signed and marked by an official measurer will disqualify the boat 
concerned from competing in races conducted by Clubs or the Association. 
 
For MG14 
Sails shall consist of mainsail, jib and spinnaker. The combined area of the 
mainsail and jib, after rounding the areas of each sail to the nearest 0.1 square 
metre, shall not exceed 9.3 square metres. The area of the jib, after rounding to 
the nearest 0.1 square metre, shall be not less than 1.4 square metres. The area 
of a double luff spinnaker, after rounding to the nearest 0.1 square metre, shall 
not exceed 7.5 square metres. The perimeter measurement of an asymmetric 
spinnaker shall not exceed 14 metres. 
 
For MG14B 
Sails shall consist of mainsail, jib and spinnaker. The combined area of the 
mainsail and jib, after rounding the areas of each sail to the nearest 0.1 square 
metre, shall not exceed 10.5 square metres. The area of the jib, after rounding to 
the nearest 0.1 square metre, shall be not less than 1.4 square metres. The 
perimeter measurement of an asymmetric spinnaker shall not exceed 15.4 
metres. 
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13. LIMITATIONS 
 

(a) During an MG 14 Association State or National Title Series held over a 
maximum period of three consecutive weeks, each boat may use not more than: 
One (1) Mainsail  Two (2) Jibs 
One (1) Spinnaker  One (1) Mast 
One (1) Boom  One (1) Spinnaker Pole 
One (1) Centreboard One (1) Rudder 
 
(b) Items used or to be used in a Title Series may be inspected by the 
Association Measurer or Race Committee at the time of entry to the series or at 
any time during the series. 
 
(c) No changes shall be allowed during a State or National Title series which is 
held over a maximum period of three consecutive weeks, except in cases where 
gear is damaged accidentally or in use and is beyond repair or unable to be 
repaired at that event. Details of the damaged items and of the circumstances 
under which the damage occurred shall be submitted in writing to the 
Association Measurer along with the items for inspection. Replacements 
through damage will be accepted at the discretion of the Association Measurer, 
and shall not be made without the written approval of the Association Measurer. 
 
(d) No alterations are permitted to sails once they have been registered and 
accepted for a State or National Title. The only exceptions are for repairs or if 
sails are found to be oversize. 
 
In such circumstances, sails are to be presented to the Association Measurer 
prior to and after any alteration. Sails must be re-measured after alteration, 
except in the case of minor repairs when the Association Measurer may at his or 
her discretion rule that re-measurement is not required. 
 
The Association Measurer must inform the Race Committee of any attempt to 
improve or alter the shape or performance of a sail. If the Committee finds 
evidence of this, the sail shall be ruled ineligible and returned to its original 
shape as registered, with any necessary reduction in size, or be disqualified. 

 
14. HALYARDS 
 

A halyard locking system or mainsail release device must be fitted to enable the 
mainsail to be lowered while the yacht is either upright or capsized. 
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15. CREW 
 

The crew is to be made up of no less than two (2) persons. It is intended that the 
practice of seeking advantage by changing crews to suit the weather should be 
discouraged. 

 
16. REGISTERED NUMBER 

 
The MG14 and MG14B shall share the same sequence of registered numbers, 
and a boat shall be issued with a single registration number, irrespective of 
registration as an MG14 and/or as an MG14B. 
 
The Class Measurement Plate shall be fastened in a conspicuous position in the 
forward end of the cockpit. The design of the plate shall be as illustrated below: 

 

365
 

 
17. CLASS INSIGNIA 
 

The class insignia and number, the pattern of which appears below, shall be of a 
colour which contrasts with that of the sails, and the insignia on the starboard 
side shall be affixed near the top of the mainsail, and that on the port side 
below. 
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18. CLASS MEASUREMENT FORM 
 

The MG 14 Association Measurement Form shall be a form which includes the 
details set out at the end of Section 1 and any other details that the Association 
may from time to time require. 

 
19. CLASS MEASUREMENT CERTIFICATE 
 

The MG 14 Association Measurement Certificate shall be as set out below:- 
 
MG 14 ASSOCIATION CLASS MEASUREMENT CERTIFICATE 
 
Registration No: MG14…………………..MG14B……………… 
Boat Name: ..........................................................................................…. 
Owners Name: .....................................................................................…. 
Owners Address: ................................................................................….. 
 
Was measured on          /       /         and found to comply with the Association’s 
rules and regulations in every respect. 
 
........................................................ ............................................… 
Signed  Association Measurer  Association Registrar 
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20. CLASS FLAG 
 

The MG14 Class Flag shall consist of a black class insignia of similar 
proportions to that affixed to sails (Refer Section 1, Clause 17), on a yellow 
background. The MG14B Class Flag shall consist of a yellow class insignia on a 
black background. For mixed fleet racing, the class flag shall be the MG14 class 
flag. 

 
21. MEASUREMENT 
 

All new boats and equipment used for Class racing shall be measured by a Club 
Measurer approved by the Association. A Class Measurement Form shall be 
completed and forwarded to the Association Measurer for approval. In the case 
of new boats, a Class Registration Form shall be completed by the Association 
Measurer and forwarded to the Registrar for approval of registration. 
 
All measurements shall be determined as prescribed in Section 2 Instructions 
For Measuring The MG 14 & MG14B Dinghies. 

 
22. SUNSET CLAUSE 
 

In the event that amendments to the Class Measurements and Restrictions have 
the effect of disallowing any components or items of equipment of certain boats 
which were measured according to and complied with the previous Class 
Measurements and Restrictions, continued use of the components or items will 
be allowed. When such items are replaced, the replacement items must conform 
to the current Class Measurements and Restrictions. 

 
23. SAFETY REQUIREMENTS 
 

All MG14 & MG14B dinghies shall comply with the safety requirements listed 
below, in accordance with the compulsory Yachting Australia Safety 
Regulations. 
 
(1) PERSONAL BUOYANCY 
 
Each crew member shall wear, while racing, a buoyancy vest approved to 
Australian Standards AS 1499 PFD Type 2 or AS 2260 PFD Type 3 or a no less 
stringent standard, e.g. AS 1512 PFD Type 1. 
 
(2) TOWING RING 
 
A ring constructed of solid stainless steel of minimum thickness of 4mm and of 
not less than 38mm internal diameter shall be secured at the bow, on the 
centreline, at deck level or not above the deck level by more than 25mm, in such 
a manner that it will not fail under loads normally generated under tow. 
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(3) BAILERS 
 
Boats which do not have substantially self draining hulls, or which are not 
capable of accepting a tow after lowering sails without prior bailing and without 
damage or excessive strain to the hull, shall carry one adequate bailer in 
addition to transom flaps or venturi type bailers. Bailers shall be attached to the 
hull with a light lanyard of length which permits the bailer to be used without 
releasing the lanyard. 
 
(4) HULL IDENTIFICATION 
 
The boat name, class name, registration number and club name shall be 
displayed on the hull on the transom or on both sides near the transom in 
legible, indelible letters and numbers in a contrasting colour. 
 
The boat name and registration number shall be in characters of minimum 
height 50mm and minimum thickness 8mm. 
 
The club name, which may be abbreviated to initials (e.g. TASC, GSC) and the 
class name shall be in characters of minimum height 20mm and minimum 
thickness 4mm. e.g., 
 
SIMPLE PHASE  (50mm)  307 (50mm)  MG14 or MG14B (20mm)  TASC 

 (20mm) 
 
The class name may optionally be abbreviated to MG and displayed in 
combination with the registration number in 50mm characters, e.g., 
 
MG 307 (50mm). 
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MG14 Association of NSW Inc. - MG14 Measurement Form 
Ammended April 1999 

 
Measurement shall be conducted in accordance with MG14 Class Measurements and Restrictions 

Section 1 and Section 2, Instructions for Measuring The MG14 Dinghy. 
 
Boat Number …………………….…………………… Owner ……………………………………………......……. 
 
Boat Name ……………………………………………. Address ………………………………………..…..…..….. 
    
Club ……………………………………………..……. ………………………………..…….. Post Code…..…...… 
 
Date Measured ……………………………………..… Phone ……………………………………………..……….. 
 
Items Measured:  New Boat……….….  Sails Only……..…...  Spars Only……….….  Other (Specify)………..…..…. 
 
1. HULL 5. SAILS 
(a) Is boat a conventional dinghy type ? ...……………….. (a)  Area of jib 1 (min. 1.4 s/m)…………..…………..……. 
(b) Boat Design?………………………………………….. (b)  Area of jib 2 (min. 1.4 s/m)……………………..……... 
(c) Construction Materials…………………………...…… (c)  Area of mainsail  (s/m)…………………………..…….. 
(d) Does hull identification comply with requirements? (d)  Area of larger jib and main (max. 9.3 s/m)……..…..…. 
i.e.Boat Name…...Class & Number……Club Initials……. (e) (i) Area of double luff spinnaker (max. 7.5 s/m)……..… 
  or (ii) Perimeter of asymmetric spinnaker (max. 14m)....…. 
 (f)   Is mainsail capable of being lowered while boat is  
2. HULL DIMENSIONS        upright and while capsized……………………..…..….. 
(a) Length (max. overall 4.25m - 4.30m )…..………….… (g)  Are class insignia and number correctly affixed? 
(b) (i) Beam at widest point ( 1.6m – 1.83m )………….…       i.e. Contrasting colour and correct size…….…….…..… 
     (ii) Beam 2.5 m from bow 200mm above keel       Starb. side near top?……….Port side below?.…………. 
     (min. 1.22 m) …………………..………………….….. (h)  Have areas or perimeter length, dates and initials been  
(c) (i) Depth 2.5 m from bow        marked on sails?……………………………….……….. 
     (min. 450mm)……………………….…….………..…. 6. SPARS 
     (ii) Depth between horizontals (a)  Is mast length overall more than 5.65m above deck,  
     ( max. 660mm )……………….……….…….…..…….       (or 6.31m above keel)?………………………………..… 
(d) Taut Tape (b)  If more than 5.5m above deck, (or 6.16m above keel ) 
     ( max. clearance 60mm )………….…..…………….…        has contrasting band been painted 5.50m - 5.52m above 
        deck (or 6.16 - 6.18m above keel )?……………………. 
 (c)  Does the spinnaker halyard exit the mast at least 800mm 
        below the bottom of the band?………………...………. 
 (d)  Does the spinnaker pole project more than 1.4m?……... 
3. HULL WEIGHT (e)  Will spars pass through 100mm I.D. ring?…….….…..... 
(a)  Weight including fixed fittings  (f)  (i)  Will the mast float?………………………….……… 
      ( min 64 kg )……………………….……………….…       (ii)  If not, is drainage adequate? 
(b)  If underweight, have correctors been permanently               i.e. Will it drain in 1 minute?………….….…..….… 
       fixed at least 300mm above keel?………..…………..  
(c)  Total weight of correctors……………………………. 7. CENTREBOARD and RUDDER 
 (a)  Are centreboard and rudder blade adequately 
4. BUOYANCY       restrained?………………………………………..…..… 
(a)  Is approximate volume of buoyancy greater than  (b)  Are tiller and rudder fixed so that they cannot detach 
       0.45 cubic metres?…………………………………..       when capsized?……………………………………..….. 
(b)  Is distribution satisfactory?………………………….  
(c)  (i) Is a bailer required?…………………………….… 8. EQUIPMENT 
      (ii) If required, is bailer adequate and correctly  (a)  Do projections meet requirements?……………………. 
            secured?……………………………………….…. (b)  Do devices for leverage meet requirements?………...... 

(c)  Is tow ring fitted  (min. 4x38mm I.D.) ?…………..…... 
 
Comments………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….... 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…. 
 
Signed…………………………..Club…………………. Approved……………………..………Date…...………….. 
Club Measurer Association Measurer 
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MG14 Association of NSW Inc. - MG14B Measurement Form 
Adopted April 2007 

 
Measurement shall be conducted in accordance with the MG14 B Class Measurements and 

Restrictions Section 1 and Section 2, Instructions for Measuring The MG14 B Dinghy. 
 
Boat Number …………………….…………………… Owner ……………………………………………......……. 
 
Boat Name ……………………………………………. Address ………………………………………..…..…..….. 
    
Club ……………………………………………..……. ………………………………..…….. Post Code…..…...… 
 
Date Measured ……………………………………..… Phone ……………………………………………..……….. 
 
Items Measured:  New Boat……….….  Sails Only……..…...  Spars Only……….….  Other (Specify)………..…..…. 
 
1. HULL 5. SAILS 
(a) Is boat a conventional dinghy type? ...……………….. (a)  Area of jib 1 (min. 1.4 s/m)…………..…………..……. 
(b) Boat Design?………………………………………….. (b)  Area of jib 2 (min. 1.4 s/m)……………………..……... 
(c) Construction Materials…………………………...…… (c)  Area of mainsail  (s/m)…………………………..…….. 
(d) Does hull identification comply with requirements? (d)  Area of larger jib and main (max. 10.5 s/m)……..…..…. 
i.e.Boat Name…...Class & Number……Club Initials……. (e)    Perimeter of asymmetric spinnaker (max. 15.4 m)....…. 
 (f)   Is mainsail capable of being lowered while boat is  
2. HULL DIMENSIONS        upright and while capsized……………………..…..….. 
(a) Length (max. overall 4.25m - 4.30m )…..………….… (g)  Are class insignia and number correctly affixed? 
(b) (i) Beam at widest point ( 1.6m – 1.83m )………….…       i.e. Contrasting colour and correct size…….…….…..… 
     (ii) Beam 2.5 m from bow 200mm above keel       Starb. side near top?……….Port side below?.…………. 
     (min. 1.22 m) …………………..………………….….. (h)  Have areas or perimeter length, dates and initials been  
(c) (i) Depth 2.5 m from bow        marked on sails?……………………………….……….. 
     (min. 450mm)……………………….…….………..…. 6. SPARS 
     (ii) Depth between horizontals (a)  Is mast length overall more than 5.65m above deck,  
     ( max. 660mm )……………….……….…….…..…….       (or 6.31m above keel)?………………………………..… 
(d) Taut Tape  (b)  Does the spinnaker halyard exit the mast more than 5.1m 
max. clearance 60mm )………….…..…………….…  above the deck (or 5.76m above the keel)?……………….. 
 (c)  Does the spinnaker pole project more than 1.4m?……... 
3. HULL WEIGHT (d )  Will spars pass through 100mm I.D. ring?…….….…..... 
(a)  Weight including fixed fittings  (e )  (i)  Will the mast float?………………………….……… 
      ( min 64 kg )……………………….……………….…       (ii)  If not, is drainage adequate? 
(b)  If underweight, have correctors been permanently               i.e. Will it drain in 1 minute?………….….…..….… 
       fixed at least 300mm above keel?………..…………..  
(c)  Total weight of correctors……………………………. 7. CENTREBOARD and RUDDER 
 (a)  Are centreboard and rudder blade adequately 
4. BUOYANCY       restrained?………………………………………..…..… 
(a)  Is approximate volume of buoyancy greater than  (b)  Are tiller and rudder fixed so that they cannot detach 
       0.45 cubic metres?…………………………………..       when capsized?……………………………………..….. 
(b)  Is distribution satisfactory?………………………….  
(c)  (i) Is a bailer required?…………………………….… 8. EQUIPMENT 
      (ii) If required, is bailer adequate and correctly  (a)  Do projections meet requirements?……………………. 
            secured?……………………………………….…. (b)  Do devices for leverage meet requirements?………...... 

(c)  Is tow ring fitted  (min. 4x38mm I.D.) ?…………..…... 
 
Comments………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….... 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…. 
 
Signed…………………………..Club…………………. Approved……………………..………Date…...………….. 
Club Measurer Association Measurer 
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MG 14 Association of NSW Inc. Sail Measurement Form 
Ammended April 1999 

 
Jib 1 Sailmaker…………………………….……..Material…..………………. 

Length Length Areas Round to .001 Round to 
.1 

A       . a      . 1/2AD .  
B       . b      . 2/3Aa . 
C       .  c      . 2/3Bb . 
D       .    +/- 2/3Cc . 
L        .      - 1/2LM . 
M       . Total . . 
     

Measurement Date………………………. 
 
Jib 2 Sailmaker……………………………….…..Material…..………………. 

Length Length Areas Round to .001 Round to 
.1 

A       . a      . 1/2AD .  
B       . b      . 2/3Aa . 
C       .  c      . 2/3Bb . 
D       .    +/- 2/3Cc . 
L        .      - 1/2LM . 
M       . Total . . 
     

Measurement Date………………………. 
 
Mainsail   Sailmaker…………………………….…..Material…..………………. 

Length Length Areas Round to .001 Round to 
.1 

A       . a      . 1/2CD .  
B       . b      . 1/2Cc . 
C       .  c      . 2/3Aa . 
D       . e      . 2/3Bb . 
E       . f       . 2/3Ee . 
F       .  2/3Ff . 
J        . - 1/2JK . 
K       . - 1/2LM . 
L       .   
M      . Total . . 
 
    Measurement Date………………………. 
 
Double Luff Spinnaker  Sailmaker………………………………... 

Length Length Areas Round to .001 Round to 
.1 

A       . a      . 1/2CD .  
Round 
total x 2 
to the 
nearest 
0.1 s/m 

B       . b      . 1/2Cc . 
C       .  c      . 2/3Aa . 
D       . e      . 2/3Bb . 
E       . f       . 2/3Ee . 
F       .  2/3Ff . 
 Total . 

Total x 2 . . 
 
    Measurement Date………………………. 
 
Asymmetric Spinnaker  Sailmaker………………………………… 
Luff Length         . Leach Length         . Foot Length         . Perimeter Length (Sum)         . 
 
    Measurement Date………………………. 

b

A

C

D
B

c

E

F

e

f

a

Mainsail &

Spinnaker
Double Luff

Halve spinnaker
to measure.
A represents the
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Clew M

L

 

A

C

B

c

b

a

D

Jib
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CLASS MEASUREMENTS AND RESTRICTIONS 
SECTION 2. 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR MEASURING 
THE MG14 & MG14B DINGHY 

 
 
The duties of the approved Club Measurers are to measure all boats and equipment 
presented to them, to accurately record the measurements on the Class Measurement 
Form and to forward the completed form to the Association Measurer for approval. 
 
The following instructions are meant for individual elected measurers and have been 
divided into four (4) sections:- 
 
 1. HULL 
 2. CENTREBOARD AND RUDDER 
 3. SPARS 
 4. SAILS 
 
 

SECTION 2.1   HULL MEASUREMENT AND WEIGHING 
 

Rule 1:1 
Hull material used and hull construction should be inspected. Any boat that is 
found to be structurally unsound should be rejected. 

 
Rule 1:2 

In most boats that are to be measured it will suffice to estimate the waterline and 
drop perpendiculars for and aft of the boat upon that line. However, should there 
be a borderline measurement, the boat with crew and rigging should be floated in 
still water to establish the waterline. The crew should have a combined weight of 
approximately 140kg and should be positioned as for sailing to windward.  
 
A spinnaker pole for an asymmetric spinnaker, or a support tube, wire or bracket 
for a spinnaker pole, which is attached to, protrudes from or forms part of the hull 
is not to be included in the overall length measurement, provided that it is wholly 
located at least 200 mm above the bottom of the stem of the hull. Support struts 
or brackets which serve to increase the waterline length are not permitted. A wire 
or rope may run from the pole and attach to the hull at or below the waterline 
without infringing this rule. 
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Rule 1:3 
To assist in the measurement of beam, a caliper should be made as below:- 
 

 
 
The hull should be turned upside down and the beam measurement checked 2.5m 
from the bow with the 200mm caliper arms set on the 1.22m mark. While the 
boat is upside down apply the taut tape rule 1:6. 
 
Reset the caliper to 1.6 m and check that the beam at the widest part is not less 
than the caliper setting. 
 
The minimum beam 200mm above the bottom of the keel controls the stability. It 
is measured to the outside of the skin of normal shapes but to the inside of any 
bilge keels or unnatural protuberances in the skin shape. 
 
An unnatural protuberance is a bulge or extension of the hull skin outward from 
its natural form which: 
(i) in the vertical plane does not form a fair curve or which forms a fair curve 
whose radius is less than 150mm. 
(ii) in the horizontal plane does not form a fair curve over a distance of 1000mm 
on either side of  the minimum beam measurement point. 
 
Examples of the application of this definition are shown below: 
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Rule 1:4 

Turn the hull upright, set the caliper to the 1.83m mark and apply the caliper to 
the hull with both the hull and the caliper held in the horizontal position. The hull 
should pass through the caliper. 

 
Rule 1:5 

Determine the depth using two parallel straight edges 2.0m long as illustrated 
below:- 
 

 
Subtract distance A from distance C to obtain minimum depth B. 
 
Apply the caliper to the hull using the 660mm arms and a straight edge. The hull, 
excluding all fittings and the mast step and pin, must pass through the 660mm 
gap between the caliper and the straight edge. 

 
Rule 1:6 

Ensure that any horizontal projections outside the normal extremities of the hull, 
with the exception of a spinnaker pole or support tube, wire or bracket for a 
spinnaker pole, comply with the rule and will collapse or bend on impact. 
 
Apply the taut tape if not already applied when checking Rule 1:3. 

 
Rule 1:7 

Check to see that requirements are met. 
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Rule 1:8 

Should there be any doubt about buoyancy the volume should be measured by 
constructing and integrating a curve of areas, and this volume should exceed 0.45 
cubic metres. A flotation test with full rig and crew should also be carried out 
when in doubt, as the main factor is the boat's ability to remain afloat and be 
sailed on after a capsize in heavy weather. 

 
Rule 1:9 

The hull shall be weighed while suspended from a single point and the weight of 
the sling deducted. Weighing both ends separately is not allowed. The Measurer 
shall be present at the weighing. When being weighed the hull shall be dry and 
everything removable shall be removed. This includes everything shackled on 
(such as pulleys, etc.) but not permanently fixed (such as rudder pintles). 
 
If in the opinion of the Measurer, fittings or components that are not essential and 
are so loosely fitted that they could be removed for racing, shall be removed for 
weighing. If something normally removable, such as a rudder, is fixed 
“permanently”, e.g. by having the pintles welded with the apparent intent or 
effect of outwitting this rule, the Measurer should demand that it be removed for 
weighing, or be included in the length of the hull. 
 
A hull must weigh not less than 64kg when it is raced. If it is weighed at the end 
of a season and ballast removed, it may be under weight and therefore illegal in 
the following spring due to drying out. 

 
 

SECTION 2.2   CENTREBOARDS AND RUDDERS 
 

Rule 1:10 
Both centreboard and rudder should be examined to ensure that no increase of 
thickness exists. Measurers must use their discretion and minor variations to say 
1.5mm overlooked as this rule is meant to stop the use of lead bulb upon the end 
of the board and not to catch the minor constructional variations in a centreboard 
or rudder. 
 
Provision must exist for the tiller to be securely fixed to the rudder and for the 
rudder to be fixed to the hull so that neither can become unshipped during a 
capsize. Centreboard and rudder blade restraints must ensure that the centreboard 
and rudder remain entered in their respective cases during a capsize. 
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SECTION 2.3   SPARS 
 

Rule 1:11 
A 100mm internal diameter ring should be applied to spars to ensure they will 
pass through it. 
 
Masts shall be either completely sealed to prevent the entry of water when 
capsized, or be filled with sufficient foam so that the mast will float, or have drain 
holes within 300 mm of the base of the mast capable of emptying a mast full of 
water within one minute. If there is any doubt a flotation or drainage test must be 
conducted. 
 
For MG14: Check that the painted band is clearly marked and in the correct 
position relative to the deck (or bottom of the keel), and that the spinnaker 
halyard exit point is at least 800 mm below the bottom of the painted band. 
 
For MG14B: Check that the mast height does not exceed 5.65m above the deck or 
6.31m above the keel. Check that the spinnaker halyard exit point is not more 
than 5.1m above the deck or 5.76m above the keel.  
 
A spinnaker pole for an asymmetric spinnaker, whether attached to the hull or 
otherwise, and when fully extended if applicable, must not project more than 
1.4m from the bow of the hull. Such a pole must project approximately parallel to 
the centreline of the hull, and be fixed in the lateral direction, so that the tack of 
the spinnaker, when hoisted, is in line with a forward projection of the centreline 
of the hull. Spinnaker poles which can be set at a variable angle to the centreline 
of the hull are permissible only for setting of double luff spinnakers of maximum 
area 7.5 square metres. 
 
No sail other than a spinnaker may be set beyond the bow of the hull from a 
spinnaker pole or its supports. 

 
 

SECTION 2.4   SAILS 
 

Rule 1:12 
Sails shall be measured as described below. When measurement of sail area is 
specified, the Measurer shall use a method which measures surface area as 
distinct from projected area. The Association or Club Measurer shall sign each 
sail measured and shall mark thereon the sail area or perimeter measurement and 
the date of measurement. 
 
The following instructions shall be closely followed:- 
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(1) Short cuts which save time but give less accurate results are not to be used 
(e.g. measuring the roach of the spinnaker or mainsail leech in one part where 
there is a large roach). 
 
(2) All measurements are overall (e.g. to the outside of boltropes). 
 
(3) Sails shall be measured off the spars and laid on a flat surface with the corners 
tied to suitable pegs. 
 
(4) The mainsail luff shall be pulled taut with a tension of 10kg, which must be 
measured by a spring balance. If 10kg does not pull out most of the wrinkles 
along the luff more tension should be applied to give about the freedom from 
wrinkles which would be set in a fresh breeze. This is particularly necessary in 
the case of elastic boltropes. The head and tack shall then be tied to pegs leaving 
the tension in the luffrope. 
 
(5) After the luff is tensioned, tension shall be applied to the clew by a cord 
leading directly away from a point on the luff 600mm from the tack, and the clew 
pegged leaving the tension in. This angle of pull puts a suitable tension in the 
leech as well. 
 
(6) The luff and leech roaches shall either be held flat and free from wrinkles by 
inserting and tensioning the battens, or by pulling them out by hand and holding 
them by weights around the edges. 
 
(7) The straight line measurements shown on the Class Measuring Form as A B C 
shall be delineated by tying a string tightly around nails inserted in the flat 
surface at the corners of the sail. In the case of cut off tacks and clews, the nails 
shall be inserted at the intersections of the projections of the luff and foot or leech 
and foot respectively. 
A nail is inserted where the roach of the leech is at a maximum, (c) and string 
used to define E and F. 
 
(8) The straight lines A B C D E F shall be measured from the nails. The areas of 
the triangles are given by 1/2 CD and 1/2 Cc respectively. 
 
(9) The areas of luff, foot and leech roaches of normal shape and fair curve are 
computed by multiplying the length by two-thirds of the maximum offset, i.e. 2/3 
Aa, 2/3 Bb, 2/3 Ee, etc. The foot roach shall be pulled out by hand if necessary to 
make the sail lay flat while the foot roach is measured. 
 
(10) In the case of leeches which are not fair curves, e.g. peaked at the batten 
pockets, measurements shall be made to a fair curve of as nearly as possible the 
same area, i.e. passing slightly inside the peaks and outside the dips. 
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(11) If any roach is abnormal in shape, it shall be divided into triangles and/or 
rectangles as necessary to reduce the curved remainder to such proportions that 
the 2/3 length times offset rule adequately represents it. The details shall be 
entered if necessary on the back of the Measurement Form. 
 
(12) In the case of cut off tacks and clews, the measurements shown on the 
Measurement Form as JK and LM shall be made and the omitted area subtracted 
from the sail area (i.e. recorded as a negative area component). 
 
(13) In the case of double sails, when the two sides set separately, e.g. in double-
luffed and pocket luff mainsails, both sides shall be measured and the total area 
counted. 
 
(14) Jibs shall have their luff-wires tensioned as in (4). The clew shall be pulled 
about on the line bisecting the angle, with a tension of 5kg. If a Jib has adjustable 
luff tension, it shall be set to about the tension that would be set in a fresh breeze. 
 
(15) String and nails are used to delineate the dimensions A B C as in (7) - the 
area of the triangle being 1/2 AD. 
 
(16) Roaches are measured as in (9). In the case of hollow-cut sides, e.g. the leech 
(c), the area of the hollow is subtracted. The edges shall be pulled out by hand if 
necessary to make the sail lay flat while the roaches are measured. 
 
(17) The area of double luff spinnakers shall be measured. Normal double luff, 
full spinnakers shall be folded in half. All areas should be calculated and the total 
area thus obtained doubled. The spinnaker when doubled shall be measured by 
the same methods as measuring the mainsail, except luff tension is only to be 
sufficient to remove most wrinkles from the luff and not 10kg except as below. 
Spinnakers with stretch luff should have the luff tensioned to 10kg or such 
pressure as is required to eliminate most wrinkles from the luff. 
 
Should a flat spinnaker be presented for measurement it shall be measured flat 
and not doubled as above. 
 
The foot of the spinnaker shall be pulled out by hand the same as clew tensioning 
in the mainsail. However, it should not be nailed but weighted to avoid damage to 
sail. 
 
(18) The perimeter length of asymmetric spinnakers shall be measured. The 
perimeter length is the sum of the lengths of the luff, leach and foot of the 
spinnaker. The luff, leach and foot shall be pulled taut for measurement, using a 
tension sufficient to eliminate most wrinkles. If the edge of the sail when pulled 
taut does not form a straight line, then the length along the curve must be 
measured. 
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(19) All measurements shall be made to the nearest millimetre. All area 
components shall be calculated to the nearest 0.001 square metre, counting 
0.0005 as 0.001. All area components of an individual sail shall be totalled. 
 
For spinnakers which are folded in half for measurement, the sum of the 
measured area components shall be doubled to determine the total area of the sail. 
 
The total area of the sail shall then be rounded to the nearest 0.1 square metre, 
counting 0.05 as 0.1 (e.g., 6.749 to be rounded to 6.7, and 6.750 or 6.751 to be 
rounded to 6.8). 
 
For the measurement of an asymmetric spinnaker, the luff, leach and foot length 
measurements, each to the nearest mm (0.001 metre), shall be added. The total 
perimeter measurement shall not be rounded. 
 
For MG14: A mainsail and jib combination shall be rejected if the sum of the 
individual areas, each rounded to the nearest 0.1 square metre, exceeds 9.3 square 
metres. 
 
For MG14B: A mainsail and jib combination shall be rejected if the sum of the 
individual areas, each rounded to the nearest 0.1 square metre, exceeds 10.5 
square metres. 
 
A jib shall be rejected if the area, after rounding to the nearest 0.1 square metre, is 
less than 1.4 square metres. 
 
A double luff spinnaker shall be rejected if the area, after rounding to the nearest 
0.1 square metre, exceeds 7.5 square metres. 
 
For MG14: An asymmetric spinnaker shall be rejected if the sum of the lengths of 
the luff, leach and foot exceeds 14 metres. 
 
For MG14B: An asymmetric spinnaker shall be rejected if the sum of the lengths 
of the luff, leach and foot exceeds 15.4 metres. 
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SECTION 2.5   ADDENDA 

 
Rule 1:13 

Check that the Safety Requirements of Rule 23 are met. 
 
Rule 1:14 

It is not possible to define every detail of the craft and thus any aspect deemed to 
be “not within the spirit of the rules” should be vetoed by the Measurer and the 
Association. 

 
Rule 1:15 

PROCEDURE IF BOAT IS SOLD 
If boat is sold the new owner should forward this certificate to the Association 
Registrar for re-registration: 
 
 
Date of sale ............................................................................................. 
Name of new owner ............................................................................... 
New owner’s address ...................................................…...................... 
New name of boat ........................................................................…...... 


